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Manila, August 28, 2007 -After awhole day of ddiberations with the Catholic Bishops Conference of the
Philippines Episcopd Commission on the Laity chaired by Antipolo Bishop Gabrie V. Reyes, the two
conflicting groups from Couples for Christ decided to go separate ways temporarily with the hope of uniting
into one later.

The parties involved are the Couples for Christ led by Bro. Jose Tde and the Couples for Christ for Family
and Life chaired by Bro. Frank Padilla.

In an exclusive interview with CBCPNews early Tuesday evening, Episcopd Commission on the Laity
Chairman and Antipolo Bishop Gabrid V. Reyes sad the split will be temporary but both parties “will remain
open to unification” in the future.

CBCP President and Jaro ( lloilo ) Archbishop Angd N. Lagdameo, Bishops Ramon Villena of Bayombong
(Nueva Vizcaya), Guillermo Afable of Digos (Davao del Sur) and Honesto Pacana, S.J. of Maaybaay
(Bukidnon) attended the meeting a the Council of the Laity of the Philippines Building a Cabildo Strest,
Intramuros, Manila

“The Couplesfor Chrigt for Family and Life led by Bro. Frank Padillais now recognized as a diocesan
private asociation of the faithful in the Diocese of Antipolo,” Bishop Reyes said. He added the group may go
into other dioceses with the permission of the bishop of the place.

“It isfor the bishop to decide whether to accept one or both in his area,” Bishop Reyes explained.

He said Bro. Jose Tde will look into reports that Gawad Kdinga“is veering away from the vison-misson
statements of the Couples for Christ and severd teachings of the Catholic church.”

Asked of Gawad Kdinga stie-up with government and other religions, Bishop Reyes said “there is nothing
wrong with tie-ups with government agencies and other rdigions” He added “tie-ups with other religions
should be guided by the Catholic church’s rules on Ecumeniam.”
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Bishop Reyes confirmed money matters had nothing to do with the conflict. He gppeded to Couples for
Christ members to continuoudly pray for their organization and continue to work in their respective

communities.
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